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Abstract

This article aims to study the role of Bandoo sub-district municipality in caring for the
elderly with Thai traditional medicine. This is a qualitative research based on document research
and in-depth interviews with 8 key informants, including administrators, community developers,
the chairman of the municipality elderly club, and the chairman of Bandoo elderly club. There
were interviews with key informants, collecting data, and analyzing the results.

The results revealed that the municipality played the important roles to provide social
welfare and to improve the quality of life for the elderly as follows: 1) Health: The municipality
provide home care for the bedridden elderly. In this situation, the self-reliant elderly had not yet
been supported by the municipality. 2) Economy: The municipality provided a pension and a career
promotion for the elderly but there is still a lack of marketing promotion for products made by the
elderly. 3) Social: The municipality organized social activities for the self-reliant elderly in the
community. However in the bedridden elderly could not access those activities. Therefore, from
the role of the municipality in the past, there are still weaknesses that give Thai traditional medicine
the opportunity to join in caring for the elderly according to the role of the municipality as follows:
1) Health: The municipality and Thai Traditional Medicine Demonstrative Hospital of School of
Traditional and Alternative Medicine provide treatment services and activities to promote physical
and mental health for the elderly in the community. 2) Economy: The municipality can organize a
career promotion program for the elderly who are still healthy growing herbs, processing herbs into
products, supporting for the creation of community enterprises and marketing for products of the
elderly. 3) Social: The municipality has the opportunity to build a day care center for the elderly
and encourage the elderly to volunteer in the community to help take care to friends who are

bedridden to enhance the elderly’s self- esteem.

Keywords: Municipality, Thai Traditional Medicine, Elderly
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